Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current  scientific  knowledge, 
policies,  or  practices. 


(IQT  H-CE  "UBLI CATION) 

ANIIOlTJCEIiKNT :     Harvest  nev.'S  is  featured  in  today's  "Agricultural  "^ituation," 

released  ty  Station  .     Specialists  in  the  U.  S.  Department  of  A£:ri- 

cultm-e  furnish  the  iixf ormati on  for  ohese  i^evie^vs  rmch  Uncle  Sari's  Radio  Ser- 
vice sendb  out  the  f 1  ret  veek  of  every  month.    Wide-awake  farmers  wl 11  find 
much  of  value  in  these  talks. 

First  of  all,  v;e  vent  to  say  that  this  is  the  Agricultural  'Reviei^f  for 
September.     IJobody  wo'ald  expect  anyone  'o^'t  rn  oracle  to  predict  au  October 
farm  sit\xation  on  October  5.     Hard  encucrh,  ^-e  say,  to  cover  a  comtry  as  large 
as  the  United  States  even  vhen  you  lock  "ack  three  or  four  Feokc.     ''Je  are  not 
patting  ourselves  on  the  back,   remember--  just  makinjg  a  strei>';ht-f rom-the 
shoulder  statement. 

Anyhow,   the  harvest  is  or  and  the  corainr  month  (October)  y'ill  tell  a 
mighty  interesting  story.     The  children  a.re  get.ting  Into  school  by  nov/ — 
the  college  boys  are  looking  forward  to  football  gamos--   'the  frost  is  on 
the  TDumpkin',  as  some  poet  Scdd--  and  the  golderrod's  in  bloom,   out  farmers 
harvesting  late  crops  haven't  much  time  to  groi5  sentim.ental  about  the  fringed 
gentians,  being  so  busy  digging  potatoes  and  trying  to  make  the  hens  come  througl: 
the  moult. 

As  we  were  ssying,  before  poetry  took  a  hand,  the  harvest  is  now  on 
and  the  coming  month  ^"ill  tell  a  story.     The  little  blue  book —  vrhicb  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture's  monthly  larm  situation  survey —  says  that 
cotton  and  f  rtdt  are  sp-oarently  in  more  moderate  supply  than  last  year  and 
returns  from  these  tvo  Cxori^  are  better,     "■heat  and  potatoes,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  somewhat  larger  crops  tnf:i  in  192'^^  but  their  prices  are  still 
favorable. 

The  little  blue  book  fo-ec-sts  the  cotton  cro-p  as  nearly  cre-third 
less  than  last  season's  record  output.     Of  course  the  boll  v;eevil  was  respon- 
sible for  some  of  the  decrease,    "'inter  '"heat  turned  out  about  7'5  million 
bushels  lesf  than  last  year,  but  ^till  made  about  sn  average  crop.  Spring 
wheat,  however,  is  more  than  filling  the  gap  with  a.  harvest  of  100  million 
bushels  in  excess  of  the  1926  cvo-o.    Both  v.^heat  ond  cotton  are  moving  to 
market  more  rapidly  then  last  yes".    Potatoes  look  like  an  average  cron,  althou,?; 
blight  and  rot  have  tended  to  cut  do-n  earlier  forecasts.     Late  fruit  is  a 
smaller  crop  thaja  last  year,  ec-oically  in  the  East.     The  blue  book  says  that 
apple  prices  are  higher  and  that  the  western  apiDle  dist'  icts  ai'c  ■'o-ing 
better  than  they  did  in  lS2o, 
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There's  an  old  s?yin,'^  t'imt  c  Irte  se-sni  makes  i  odder  rather  than  grain. 
This  season  has  shown  the  truth  of  this  ver.y  vull.     The  1927  hay  crop  vras  a 
huniper  yield.     Oats,  however,  and  corn,  relt)ti\ely  speakinc-,  are  lighter  than 
laot  season.     Corn  Belt  farmers,  r>nd  other  lermers  as  well,  knoir/  that  this 
is  just  the  critical  time  for  corn.     The  que;:'}ion  is,  hov;  much  corn  vill 
freeze?    The  warm  v.-eather  last  inouth  did  a  lot  to  mature  the  grain,  tut  recent 
light  frosts  have  left  their  mark  in  the  nortnorn  valleys.     But  even  if  a 
big  frost  holds  off  t^-'O  or  three  v/eeks,  a  'oi'etty  good  portion  of  the  corn 
T/ill  still  'oe  small  eared,  soft,  wormy,  or  otherwise  of  low  quality.  Those 
T.'ho  know,   say  that  the  corn  country  '.-^est  o*'  the  Mississippi  has  a  much  better 
crop  than  the  territory  east  of  the  river. 

The  farmers  are  naturally  concerned  ^"ith  the  supply  of  stock  feed. 
The  supply  is,   of  course,   closely  related  to  the  livestock  situation,  and 
the  little  blue  book  gives  us  gcod  news  in  the  statement '  that  the  animial  in- 
dustries are,  on  the  vhole,  in  as  favoralle  position  at  r)resent  as  they  have 
held  for  ten  years.     It's  likely  that  the  corn  shorta-ge  will  send  some  hogs 
on  their  --ay  to  the  market  at  lighter  weights.     Furthermore,  the  corn  short- 
age ma5"  restrict,   to  a  certain  extent,  oreeding  of  spring  pigs.     It's  possi- 
ble,  of  course,   that  there  may  be  more  corn  that  is  fit  for  feeding  than  novi  is 
thought  likely. 

Out  '^est  in  the  range  country,  the  cattle  and  sheep  are  nov'  moving 
down  out  of  the  high  ranges  and  long  trainloads  of  marketable  stock  are  mov- 
ing eastward.     This  makes  a  pleasant  picture  for  the  general  rjopulace  to 
linger  over.     The  beef  cattle  industry  is  without  doubt  on  the  upgraae,  and 
that  won't  be  bad  news  at  all  for  the  cattlemen,  east  or  v/est.     Sheep  raisers 
are  still  doing  well  and  are  confide^;:,  although  those  vho  look  beyond  the 
present  are  cautioning  them  against  over-e-^cpansi on.     The  dairy  industry  is 
also  in  good  shrpe. 

The  advance  in  cotton,  corn,  ?nd  apple  prices  has  helped  to  boost 
the  general  level  of  purchasing  po-ar  of  farm,  products  about  five  points. 
The  little  blue  book  suns  it  all  up  by  saying  that  1927  can  probably  be 
called  an  average  year  for  the  Sov.A —  a  good  year  in  the  ITorth-'est  wheat 
belt  and  a  fair  year  in  the  So\ith-'est  wheat  belt —  a  fair  year  in  the 
'^'estern  Corn  Belt,  but  a  poor  yeariu  the  "Eastern  Corn  Belt —  and  a  good 
year  in  the  Far  "''est  range  States  rnd  the  pacific  rforth-^est. 

Ivow  we  come  to  the  key  reg'-ns.     pastern  farm.ers  are  now  busy 
filling  their  silos,  digging  the potatoes,  Picking  their  apples  and 
harvesting  their  late  truck  crops,     '^-ro-'ers  in  the  important  potato  sections 
are  somer/hat  disappointed  at  the  all  in  potato  prices,  but  are  still  hope- 
ful that  the  late  crops  will  bri.is  a  fairly  good  price.     The  dairy  men  are 
comident,   saying  that  their  inc'^try  is  in  a  strong  position  for  the  comang 
winter, 

Down  South,   the  Eastern  Cotton  .Belt  suffered  somewhat  from  heat  and 
a  dry  spell  during  September,    -he  cotton  is  ma.turing  "onder  handicaps,  the 
boll  weevil,  shedding,  vror-ns,        root  rot  being  some  of  those  handicaps. 
Corn  and  other  southern  crops  are  fairly  good,  except  in  the  sections  which 
were  hit  by  the  dry  spell.     Ssu^^ern  farmers  are  encouraged  by  the  higher 
price  for  cotton,  in  spite  of  '-^  poor  crop. 
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They  are  "busy  with  Fall  '.-oi-k  in  the  Gorr'  Belt,    Winter  -heat  is 
mostly  in  the  ground  by  nov/  and  the  corn  harvart  has  started.     Corn  Belt 
farmers  haven't  much  hope  thct  latc-plnnted  co:-n  '-ill  come  through  v;ell, 
except  to  make  feed.     There  vill  "be  a  real  corn  crop  v.'eat  of  the  Mississippi, 
hov/evar,  and  that  -dll  naturally  heir)  oiit.     The  Corn  Belt  stoclrmen  are  en- 
couraged by  the  rinin^  lorico  of  c?ttle  and  hoj?,  although  some  of  them  think 
cattle  are  too  high  tj  make  o  :;;ood  feed  risk  this  "/inter. 

In  the  ^-'heat  Belt,  ^vinter  v.'heat  is  in  the  crou.nd  in  the  southern 
part  and  so-ring  is  roll  along  in  the  north.    Threshing  of  sioring  vrheat  is 
making  good  progress  in  the  Ilorth.     The  co^nbined  harvester  has  probably  a.ided 
in  getting  "Yheat  Belt  grain  to  market  very  rapidly  this  season.  Corn, 
potatoes,  hay,  and  other  crops  in  this  section  are  very  good.     All  told, 
it  looks  like  a  good  year  for  the  ^''heat  Belt. 

Range  country  reports  are  good,  ercept  for  dry  s-^iots  in  southv/estern 
Wyoming  and  the  neighboring  territory.     The  grass  is  rabher  soft  and  slow 
to  cure  in  some  sections,  ho'-ever.     And  yet  the  general  picture  of  feed 
conditions  is  unusually  good  from  ;iont;.ia  cxear  do-'n  to  the  ::'-r-ican  horr^er. 
As  v;e  said  before,  the  cattle  and  shee  '  a}  j  coming  down  from  the  high  ranges 
and  market  stock  is  rolling  into  the  ^-st.     General  conditions  in  the  range 
country  are  favorable. 

"^O',-'  moving  North  and  ^''est,  ve  ;ind  that  "Washington  and  Oregon  suffered 
from  a  rainy  spell  during  September,  vhich  hurt  the  grain  somevhat  and  delayed 
Fall  work.     They  are  now  harvesting  fruit  and  late  crops.     There's  a  fairly 
good  apple  crop  in  th^  North,  v,'hich  stands  to  make  inovQ  money  than  la^st  year. 
In  California  they  are  no-  drying  prunes  and  grapes.     The  production  of  m.ost 
of  the  deciduous  fruits  ic  heavy.     In  Southern  California  the  citrus  outlook 
is  prom-T  sing. 

And  so  winter  approaches  f.iv'  farm  lands  under  var:/ing  conditions. 
Prospects  are  fair  to  good  in  som^j  parts;  poor  in  ethers;  and  ercellent  in 
still  others. 
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AM0UI"TCEI.3HT;     Uncle  Sam  v/ill  rel-^a^ss  another  summary  of  general  farm  condi- 
tions during  the  first  'veek  in  :';vemrocr.     This  station  has  arran^red  to  broad- 
cast it. 


